
A Few Silence (location, date, time of performance) 

 

 for any number of performers 

 

 

Preparation 

Each performer provides a battery of instruments/objects with a range of sound-producing 

abilities including but not limited to:  sustained noises, sustained tones, pitched or non-

pitched percussive sounds, metallic sounds, wood sounds, plant sounds, brief tones or noises.  

A stopwatch is required for each performer. 

 

I 

The piece starts with a duration of five minutes in which the performers listen to the 

"silence" of the performance space while creating written scores based on their observations 

of sounds that occur within this time span.  A list of timings should be created, each timing to 

correspond to a textual description of a sound occurring at the given moment.  Included in 

each description should be features such as the overall shape or contour of the sound, 

dynamic level, duration, etc.  An occasional reference to a sound’s source is ok but should 

not predominate.  Examples:  “low sustaining tone”; “soft sustaining noise”; “quick 

percussive sound”; "noisy descending glissando".  [See also the included example score.] 

 

II 

At the end of the five minutes the performers reset their stopwatches and perform their 

respective scores, creating the indicated sounds to the best of their ability using the 

instruments at hand.  The piece ends at the end of this, the second five-minute duration. 
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